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Building a Dream

Bill Stoller

Bill Stoller spent his first weeks of

life on the 373-acre family turkey !
farm in Dayton, Oregon that his |
father and uncle purchased in the |
1940s. No one could have guessed he
would eventually purchase that farm
over forty years later to turn it into a
thriving vineyard...especially as the P . .
. . Bill wrote, “I started the vineyard with
modern Willamette Valley, Oregon ! ) ) )
i the idea of just being a farmer, but

wine industry was to be born about a ! =
i after several years, it just became a

decade later.

Bill didn’t grow up drinking wine. He
only took his first sips in a wine class !
in the late 1970s. But as the Willamette
Valley began to develop — literally —
its wine roots, Bill noticed. He realized
the family turkey farm’s poor soils and | ) ) ) )
.. . i Melissa Burr, Director of Winemaking,
southern exposition — ranging from |

200 to 700 feet in altitude — were better along with Ben Howe and Kate Payne

i Brown, are the guiding lights for the

for vines than birds.

The transition from then to now was
dynamic. Growing up, Bill remained in
Oregon but then branched out around
the globe. Bill is the Co-Founder and
President of Express Employment

Professionals, the world’s largest, . . .
. . ¢ That is remarkable. Vines - like
privately held staffing company. It : i ¢ mature o b
operates 770 franchise offices in four | peop .e i muis mature to become
countries. Along the way, Bill founded | more interesting. A turkey farm was
Stoller Family Estate and then another formative in Bill’s early days, so he
Oregon-based company, Xenium i created his estate winery to be passed
’ " | onfort turi . That’
offering human resources and payroll ! on Oi{ ::;0 ;?E;rles 0; .Itrfore _:HS
and benefits services to small to mid- rem?r a Ae 1nking, and { ﬁespem. !y
sized companies. Bill is not just a man exhilarating to see how quickly Bill’s
i hires have succeeded in what is still

of vision but of incredible energy!

Upon founding Stoller Family Estate
in 1995, Bill planted only 20 acres —

10 each of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.
Today, 210 acres of gently rolling hills
are planted, predominantly with Pinot
Noir. The Stoller Family Estate sells
its approximately 40,000 9-liter cases
of annual production to 35 USA states
and four countries.

desire to start our own label.” It seems

the perfect inflection point that as Bill
is not the winemaker, but rather an
employment services expert, he hired
an overachieving team to make his
wines.

Stoller Family Estate’s world-class

wines. The latest team addition is
Jason Tosch, a vineyard management
mastermind who thinks as much
about the next generations of Stoller
winemakers as he does about today’s.

i arelatively young wine region. From

turkeys to wine tastings, Bill says, “No
regrets!”

and Stoller Family Estate
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Christy Canterbury
is a Master of
Wine, journalist
(short-listed for
a 2014 Roederer
Writers’ Award),
speaker and judge
based in NYC. She
now also buys for
Zachys in New York,
Washington, DC
and Hong Kong.
Previously, Christy
directed corporate
restaurant beverage
programs for Smith
& Wollensky and
Jean-Georges
Vongerichten.
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